
July 2018 • thetornadotimes.org

gifted camp 1

July 2018   Vol. 10, special edition
Pompano Beach High School  600 NE 13 Ave. Pompano Beach, FL 33060
thetornadotimes.org  @TornadoTimes  pbhsnewspaper@gmail.com

Index
2 Sci Viz, Chess
3 Culinary Arts
4 Theater
5 Video Production
6 Chinese
7 Robotics
8 Young Adult Lit, World 

Wars
9 Art, Music
10 Creative Writing
11 History, Sports Lit
12 Statistics, Logic Puzzles
13 Marine Bio, STEM
14 Debate
15 Gym
16 Coding, DNA
17 Journalism
18 That’s what they said!

Stella Spano uses a slingshot she made from popsicle sticks in 
STEM class. This year’s gifted camp offered 24 different topics 
for students to participate in hands-on learning.

PHOTO BY GRACE SWANEPOEL
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Camper Ander Elorriga gets assistance from counselor Tiffany DeFaria in adding a flag to his 
castle. His castle was improved with the addition of the flag. 

PHOTO BY SIENA ZIMMERMAN

Deagan O’Brien and Olivia Martinez play an intense game of chess. This 
practice improved their chess skills.

PHOTO BY MAREN WEINSTEIN

Players discover checkmate
By Maren Weinstein, Staff Intern

Chess has been chal-
lenging the minds of its 
players for 1,500 years. 

For two weeks, gifted 
campers were challenged 
as well.

“I love to play chess at 

home, with my family and 
thought it would be a fun 
elective here at camp too,” 
rising fifth grader Olivia 
Martinez said. 

The kids sit in class, fully 
engaged in the intense 
game of chess. They learn 
many different tips and 
tricks about the game.

“Right now, we are 
learning how to block and 
castle,” Martinez said.

They are learning differ-
ent types of chess as well.

“If I could describe my 

Campers create castles, colosseums
By Siena Zimmerman, Staff Intern

In Scientific Visualization, camp-
ers were introduced to the skills to 
design a better future.

“I love to see what the stu-
dents can build,” counselor Lily 
Monaghan said.

In Sci Viz, future tech geniuses 
make a variety of things. 

“The new students, who this 
is their first year, make castles,” 
Monaghan said. “And then the 
students who’ve done it before 
make something from Rome, and 
usually they do something like the 
Colosseum.”

Sci Viz campers learned the 
program, Rhino 6.0 to create 
their projects, although some said 
learning it was difficult. But the 
students were up to the challenge 
and enjoyed many different aspects 
of the class.

“My favorite part of Sci Viz is 
probably getting to work with other 
people, and seeing what they can 
do,” fifth grader Esther Klavan 
said. 

Another tech genius preferred 
the challenge of the work.

“I most like having the challenge 
of having it perfect in spots,” fourth 
grader Hendrix Fernos said. “It is 
really fun trying to make every-
thing look good.”

Klavan noted that she enjoyed 

the fact that Sci Viz is a creative 
art, but isn’t too time consuming; 
otherwise, it would take forever. 

“There are a few students who 
are very, very good,” Monaghan 
said. “We were, the counselors 
were blown away by the Colosse-
ums that they made.”

chess teacher, Mr. Mum-
taz, in one word, it would 
be helpful,” Tulloch said. 
“He always gives second 
chances, and never yells.” 

According to Tulloch 
and Martinez, he is an ef-
fective teacher and teach-
es the basics of chess in 
a way that any new chess 
player can understand. 

“Even though chess is 
an old game, it is a great 
way to bring families to-
gether,” Tulloch said.
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Ricky Relyea and Blair Picchiarini eat a delicious pizza made by future the master chefs themselves. They have 
also made lots of breakfast foods, spaghetti and meatballs, and maracroni with squash.

PHOTO BY LUCCAS M. PEREZ

Culinary arts trains 
next generation chefs
By Luccas M. Perez and Coby 
Barbarosh, Staff Interns

Students in culinary 
arts learned how to cook 
and make their own 
meals.

“I think cooking is a 
life skill and it’s very 
important for the kids to 
learn how to cook so they 
can be self-sufficient as 
adults,” lead teacher Ms. 
Pliske said. “I also really 
like seeing the kids try 
new things.”

Matthew Liebow said 
that he’s extremely ec-

static about the class be-
cause he enjoys cooking. 

Sarah Maroudas said 
that she thinks that culi-
nary arts is fun because 
she gets to try and make 
lots of different types of 
foods.

In addition to cooking 
the class also practiced 
proper sanitation when 
preparing food. On a 
scale of one (least seri-
ously) to 10 (most seri-
ously) of how seriously 
the class takes sanitation, 
Liebow responded with 
an 8, Maroudas with a 9, 
and Pliske with a 10.

“Here at PBHS we take 
sanitization very seri-
ously because we want 
the students to get into 
the habit of cleanliness,” 
Pliske said.

Recipe

Chocolate 
chip 
banana 
muffins 
Ingredients:

1½ cups all-purpose flour
1 cup sugar
1 teaspoon baking soda
½ teaspoon salt
3 medium ripe bananas
1 large egg
1⁄3 cup vegetable oil
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 cup dark chocolate 
chips

Directions:

In a large bowl, combine 
flour, sugar, baking soda, 
salt. 

In another bowl, mash 
the bananas. Add egg, oil 
and vanilla to bananas; 
mix well. 

Stir banana mixture into 
the dry ingredients until 
just moistened. Gently 
mix in chocolate chips. 

Fill greased or paper-
lined muffin cups half full.

Bake at 375° for 18-
22 minutes or until a 
toothpick inserted in the 
center comes out clean. 

Cool for 10 minutes; 
remove from pan to 
a wire rack to cool 
completely.

SOURCE: MS. PLISKE 

“It’s very important 
for the kids to learn 
how to cook so they 

can be self-suffi-
cient as adults.” — 

Ms. Pliske
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Campers reACT to theatre program
Counselor Alejandra Ruiz (right) teaches the final pose of the song and dance routine to camper Giovanna Campos.

PHOTO BY AVIENNE ADELINE AND VICTORIA MANZATO 

By Kaylee Salazar and Sofia 
Franklin, Staff Interns

In the theatre program, 
children learned to act 
on their interest of the 
theatrical arts as well as 
concentration, focus and 
other life skills. 

“Hopefully it does a 
number on their [the 
campers’] confidence, 
making them feel more 
secure and sure of them-
selves when they’re in 
front of a group,” Susan 
Euler, the theatre in-
structor,  said.

The campers partic-

ipated in a number of 
games and exercises that 
built confidence and 
helped their overall per-
formance and enjoyment. 

“We’ve done Zumba 
and all kinds of games,” 
camper Lily Wiener said, 
adding that her favorite 
drama game was “Ships 
and Sailors.” 

This game involves 
stage directions and at-
tention skills.

“Everyone’s [The 
campers] really trying 
very hard and every-
body’s doing a really 

good job,” said Euler, a 
drama teacher at Teques-
ta Trace Middle School.

The details of the show-
case were not revealed to 
the public until the show.

Camper Emma Wiener 
especially appreciated 
Euler’s direction of cho-
reography

“She tells us what to 
do and when to do it,” 
Weiner said.

The counselors are a 
large part of the theatre 
program, assisting Euler 
in teaching the benefit 
and enjoyment possible 

in theatre.
“I love theatre,”coun-

selor Cali Hiensley said. 
“I’ve been doing it ever 
since I was little and I 
wanted to show other 
kids when they were my 
age how amazing it is and 
what a good experience 
it is.”

The campers all 
seemed to be enthusiastic 
about this theatre pro-
gram.

“It [theatre] gives me 
a chance to perform and 
show people who I am,” 
Emma Wiener said.
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On air: casting all Legos
Counselor Kylie Severine, teacher Doc Melillo, and campers Baylee Effendi and Elliot Klavan look over possible backdrops for their movie. They 
picked the city setting for their completed movie.

PHOTO BY ROWAN E. RATHBUN

By Madisyn Moore and Rowan 
Rathbun, Staff Interns

Campers this year were 
able to choose between 
many different electives 
including video produc-
tion taught by Doc Mel-
illo.

“I like teaching video 
production here because 
it is camp so you have fun 
with the learning.” Doc 
Melillo said.

In video production, 
students learn writing 
skills, cooperation, edit-
ing, teamwork and stop 
motion with Legos. 

“I took video because 

I like making movies,” 
fifth grader Alexander 
Robles  said. “When I 
found out it was Lego 
animation I was happy 
because it was some-
thing I have always 
wanted to learn.”

Counselors are around 
all day to assist the kids 
and Doc.

“I wanted this class 
because it is with the 
best teacher and Doc 
has helped me through 
many tough times” 
counselor Taylor Gra-
ham said.

Camper Baylee Effendi is building his Lego set. This completed the final 
set to begin shooting the movie.

PHOTO BY ROWAN E. RATHBUN
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Campers learn ‘hao’ to speak Chinese
Chinese teacher, Ms. Su shows fifth grader Maximiliano Medeiros how to make a fun and interesting oragami.

PHOTO BY SAMANTHA BERNSTEIN

Third grader Dorian Lane makes an oragami rabbit in Chinese class. 

PHOTO BY LAURA GONZALEZ

By Samantha Bernstein and 
Laura Gonzalez, Staff Interns

As kids walk into the 
Chinese classroom, 
they’re greeted with a 
simple “Ni hao,” from 
the chinese teacher, Ms. 
Su. Then students learn 
Chinese culture and lan-
guage. 

“In Chinese I have so 
far learned how to make 
more origamis,” Jaiden 
Alvarez said. “We learned 
how to say Chinese num-
bers and we also learned 
them in sign language.”

Chinese is the only 
language taught during 
the YSA program. It’s 
different from most 
languages when it comes 
to writing and pronuncia-

tion, making learning it a 
challenge. In general the 
students mostly agreed 
it wasn’t too difficult to 
write numbers one to 18, 
although they found their 
names to be a little hard-
er than the rest.

“Chinese is about learn-
ing the Chinese culture, 
what all the symbols 
mean, and how to speak 
it,” Rachel Doraiswamy 
said.

One of the students 
favorite part of class 
was making origami. 
Throughout the weeks, 
they learned how to make 
a variety of origami, such 
as the rabbit and crane. 
But the students’ favorite 
was the fireworks.

“Every time you flip it 
you see a different, cool 
picture,” Paige Elliott 
said.

Although difficult, 
the Chinese language is 

important for students to 
learn.

“I chose Chinese be-
cause I want to go to Chi-
na,” Dorain Lane said. 
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An Nguyne, Bryson Carreon and Chase Herrmann are inspecting what went wrong with this robot. They had 
to program a robot to go through a maze. 

PHOTO BY  SARAH NYEMETZ

Students take over 
robot world
By Sarah Nyemetz and Matilda 
Carr-Betts, Staff Interns

Robotics class provided 
a fun place where camp-
ers learned how to pro-
gram robots from their 
teacher, Traci Cohen. 

“Trying to figure out 
what went wrong in the 
program is my favorite 
part about the class,” 
Rowan Rathburn said.

They are working on 
different projects like 
turning and lifting differ-
ent items with their ro-
bots by using a program 
called Lego Mindstorms.

“Today we are doing a 
challenge where we had 
to go through a premade 
maze,” Krisztina Tolotti 
said. “It was hard but 
worth it when I did it 
correctly.” 

Tolotti and her part-
ner Luke Hart were the 
only pair to complete the 
maze.

Samantha Handyside 
says she joined robotics 
class because she did it 
on her own and she wants 
to learn more.

Helping students was 
one of the main goals 
said a co-counselor Luke 
Lindgren.

“I did robotics in 
middle school and en-
joyed it very much and I 
have wanted to do it ever 
since,” he said.
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Interpreting YAL so fun, y’all!

Maxim Sikachev and Patrick Gohl build a tank in their World Wars class.

PHOTO BY CASSANDRA JORDAN

Eight-year-old Saffi Hoffman works on a “Wanted” sign of a Greek 
monster for her Young Adult Literature class. 

PHOTO BY CATHERINE PANG

By Amariel Nelson, 
Catherine Pang and 
Cassandra Jordan, Staff 
Interns

In history class, 14 
elementary school 
campers learned 
about World Wars 
and had so much 
fun doing so.

“The coolest thing 
was making a tank,” 
rising fifth grader 
Lindsey Chang said.

Joshua Brown, a 
fifth grader at Coun-
try Hills Elemen-
tary, said that he 
loved learning about 
world wars, espe-
cially World War II. 
Logan Hargreaves, a 
rising fourth grad-
er at West Chester 
Elementary school, 
chose the same class 
last year. 

“I really had 
fun and I want-
ed to do it again,” 
Hargreaves said. 

Kids learn about World Wars

By Cassandra Jordan, Cath-
erine Pang and Amariel Nelson, 
Staff Interns

Saffi Hoffman and 
Samantha Spector think 
interpreting young adult 
literature (YAL) allows 
them to express them-
selves.

“We get to color and 
draw,” Spector said, “and 
draw cool superheroes 
and monsters.”

The kids of the Inter-
preting Young Adult 
Literature class learned 
how to connect literature 
to modern literature with 
real world connections, 
according to counselor 
Bria Kuntz. YAL teaches 
a lot of life lessons, too.

“I learned that anybody 
could be a hero, and that 
monsters can look like 
anything,” Hoffman said.
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Teacher Ms. Golding is helping campers Madison Chu and Jolie Golding 
make a 3D sculpture made out of popsicle sticks. This helped the 
students finish their projects.

PHOTO BY  ISABELLA MEDEIROS

Camper Gabriella Duar is drumming along with sheet music. This helped her fellow campers, like 
Natalia Deras, understand the beat better to help them play.

PHOTO BY CAMERON SOKOLOWSKY

Band class music to their ears 

Artists win luck of the draw
By Cameron Sokolowsky 
and Isabella Medeiros, Staff 
Interns

Campers in art classes 
expressed themselves, 
learning new techniques 
and tricks, completing 
projects and having fun 
together. 

“I love the class the 
teacher teaches us so 
many new things I 
didn’t know before,” 
fourth-grader, Sophia 
Calleja said. “She ex-
plains everything and 
then shows samples, 
so we get it even more. 
Also she helps us during 
the process if we need 
it.”

To accommodate differ-
ent students, the teacher, 
Ms. Golding, offered dif-
ferent types of projects, 
including drawing, mak-
ing sculptures, painting, 
water coloring and paper 
tricks. 

Calleja said her favor-
ite was drawing, while 
third-grader Bella Card-
well said she preferred 
painting.

The class is so much 
fun that Calleja and Card-
well want to take it next 
year as well. 

“It’s so much fun and 
you can be creative also 
you get to learn new artsy 
tricks,” Cardwell said.

By Isabella Medeiros and Cameron 
Sokolowsky, Staff Interns 

Musicians focused on learning 
rhythms and musical notes in band 
class, while clapping along with all 
their bandmates and their counsel-
ors. 

“I love this class and the teacher 
showed me lots of new things that 
could help me when I’m older, if I 
want to be a musician,” third-grad-
er Amanda Cedeno said.

Lots of kids enjoy music and 
would like to take it again next 
year. Other kids would like to 
explore the other classes that are 
offered and find out what they are 
best at. 

“I love this class and learning 
about many instruments,” Gabri-
ella Duar said. “Next year I would 
like to try new things, such as art.”
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Writers recreate ancient myths
By Jayne Vargas, Staff Intern 

Counselor Melanie 
Urena believes creative 
writing is one of the 
most important classes 
taught at the Gifted 
Camp. 

“I make sure that 
(campers’) creative 
juices are oozing out 
of their heads,” Urena 
said.

Urena said she was 
enjoying her time in 

Emma Wiener, Camryn Gaspard, Amy Hammons and Zoe Franklin act out a scene that shows doing your own work is right.  They demonstrated 
the right and wrong thing to do in different situations.

this interesting class, 
which at the time, was 
learning about Greek 
Mythology and draw-
ing diagrams in small 
groups.

The class not only 
made drawings, but 
also wrote scripts and 
performed skits. 

The teacher, Ms. 
Wilson, said she tries 
to teach the class about 
being positive, having 

optimism, and going 
into different stories. 
She also taught History 
during the second week 
of camp. 

The counselors kept 
the kids in check, 
helped with skits and 
the scripts, and helped 
plan the lessons. Ac-
cording to those in the 
class, the kids were 
nice, fun, smart, full of 
good ideas and atten-

tive in class. 
Rylee Rhodes said 

that they think the class 
is important for kids 
who might want to be-
come an author when 
they grow up. She was 
also enjoying the class.

“The kids are fun, 
smart and cute,” Wil-
son said. “I am used 
to teaching big high 
school kids, so the little 
kids look so cute.”

PHOTO BY JAYNE VARGAS
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Chase Calleja focuses intensely at a clip of the 1980 “Miracle On Ice.”

PHOTO BY HUILING ZHANG

Kalyn Pettiford color-codes a map of Greece.

PHOTO BY HUILING ZHANG

Students cover Ancient Greek culture 
By Huiling Zhang, Staff Intern

Both classes taught by 
Mr. Firth and Ms. Wilson 
covered Ancient Greece 
and its mythology, tying 
in with their Creative 
Writing classes during 
the first week of camp.

Pete Belm, a student in 
Ms. Wilson’s class, joined 
history because he liked 
studying it.

“ ...one of my favorite 
things to do in school is 
to make different ideas 
and games that would 
always involve history,” 
he said

Campers grasp importance of sports 

By Huiling Zhang, Staff Intern
Most people don’t question the 

naming of their favorite teams, but 
students in Ms. Pellegrino’s Sports 
Literature class did.

“I like a good story,” Ms. Pellegri-

In Mr. Firth’s class, 
student Dillon Wang 
said they were learning 
Greek tongue-twisters to 
remember things about 
Greek culture.

“Greek gods give gold 
and glory” he said as an 
example.

The classes completed 
activities like Jeopardy to 
help them remember the 
history of Greece.

 “We’ll be talking about 
Greek city-states, the 
Olympics, and some of 
the gods and their be-
liefs,” Firth said.

no said. “I feel like a lot of sporting 
events have a good story behind 
them and that’s something I want 
everyone to know.”

She explained that the students 
are working on a project where 

they researched the sports teams 
and the origins of their names.

She let groups of students give 
their opinion on a statement, for 
example, which team names sound 
better, and argue their views on the 
subject.

Seventh grader Lourdes Ya-
nez-Cruz agreed that it’s very in-
teresting how they learn and write 
about the backstory of team names. 

“I think my favorite part is learn-
ing the backstories of sport teams 
and how they became what they 
are today,” she said.

Seventh grader Luke Hamill be-
lieves it is important to write about 
sports because he wants to know 
more about the teams.

“I want to learn about certain 
players,” Hamill said.

“The next thing we’re going to 
talk about is the Russia-US hockey 
game, the ‘Miracle on Ice’ from 
1980,” Ms. Pellegrino said.
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Highly probable 

Logic puzzlers 
up to test
By Kaitlyn Bernstein, Mia Gold 
and Ali Natt, Staff Interns

Conor Stone, Cody 
Emerson and Jake Milton 
found their minds put 
to the test in their class 
logic puzzles. Probability 
may seem like a big word 
for fourth graders, but 
not for these three smart 
students.

“I like using math to 
solve problems,” Stone 
said as he and his group 
worked together to make 
a bar graph. They had 
to figure out what color 
M&M they would get the 
most after combining 
bags.

The students said they 
love how their teacher, 
Mrs. Barbic, has them 
learn using hands-on 

projects.
“Learning math is fun 

in logic puzzles,” Milton 
said.

Another thing the boys 
like is working together. 
Stone said he made a lot 
of new friends but also 
enjoyed working with his 
old friends too. 

The class was also en-
joyable for the teacher.

“I love working with 
the kids,” Barbic said. 
“They’re really smart, and 
I sometimes learn things 
from them.”

Campers appreciated 
Barbic’s good attitude 
toward them.

“Mrs. Barbic teaches 
me so many new things,” 
Milton said. “And I have 
so much fun!”

Students Ronan Putman and Christopher Miller pay close attention to 
their teacher’s instructions. 

PHOTO BY ALI NATT

By Kaitlyn Bernstein, Mia Gold 
and Ali Natt, Staff Interns

Mrs. Picchiarini’s 
statistics class provided 
the perfect place for sixth 
graders Catherine Smith 
and Aiden Zee.

“I really enjoy math and 
like to challenge myself,” 
Zee said.

The students said they 
worked on probability, 
but on a whole differ-
ent level. They got a 
bunch of worksheets and 
worked together and by 

themselves to figure out 
the probability of many 
different things.

“I like Mrs. Pic’s style of 
teaching,” Smith said.

Not only did the stu-
dents get worksheets, but 
Picchiarini let the stu-
dents interact with things 
such as dice. They even 
had a rock-paper-scissor 
tournament.

“Mrs. Pic is nice, funny, 
and smart,” Zee said. “I 
have a lot of fun in her 
class.”

Like paper covers rock, 
students cover stats

Student Catherine Smith works hard on statistics.

PHOTO BY KAITLYN BERNSTEIN
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Isabella Zee gets assistance from teacher Mrs. Heffernan on her popsicle-stick slingshot.

PHOTO BY GRACE SWANEPOEL

Josh Hanna observes brine shrimp in Marine Biology class.

PHOTO BY GRACE SWANEPOEL

Third graders take STEM to another level
By Grace Swanepoel and Charli Jurvic, 
Staff Interns

The third graders in STEM do 
it all from constructing tin-foil 
boats to making popsicle sling 
shots.

A lot of the students seem to 
love STEM because the team 
projects have given them the 
opportunity to make many new 
friends.

Samantha Spector met two 
new friends, Saffy and Melody.

One of the projects they did in 
the class was create tin-foil boats 
and test how many popsicle 
sticks each boat could hold in the 
water. 

“I like STEM because we get to 
do fun projects,” Victoria Ger-
man said.

By Grace Swanepoel and Charli Jurvic, Staff 
Interns

This marine biology class, led by 
Mrs. Coker, dissected octopus, ob-
served brine shrimp, and tested pH 
water levels.

“My favorite thing is to do experi-
ments,” sixth grader Lynn-Rose said.

Floridians grow up by the ocean so 
it’s fun for them to learn about all the 
animals at their beaches. 

“I want to be a marine biologist 
when I grow up,” seventh grader 
Cameron Sokolowsky said.

All of the students were very excited 
to dissect jellyfish. Their faces lit up 
as they saw all the squishy insides of 
the specimen. 

“I like learning about life in the 
ocean and dissecting,” sixth-grader 
Riley Edisis said. “I have done this 
class for three years and I love it.”

Pre-teens sink minds into marine bio
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Debaters
clash over 
cash

This week in Debate class one of the big questions 
was should cash be replaced by digital currency? 

Debate is a way of discussing a topic, sometimes 
controversial, with two sides fighting to get their point 
across and communicate their opinions on cur-
rent-day issues.

Incoming seventh grader Charli Jurvic says debate 
is important to her because it gives her “confidence” 
and helps her “practice skills she will need later in 
life.” 

 Debate is important because it teaches kids to learn 
how to understand and respect others’ opinions on 
present-day issues.

“I am taking debate to polish my skills in debating 
and debate also gives me a chance to be heard,” Char-
lie Shon said.

NO YES
Charlee Shon argues that some people can’t af-

ford technology and so they won’t have money as all 
money would be replaced by virtual currency. She 
also debates that people can hack into an account and 
steal all the person’s money.

 She further gets her point across by finishing with 
saying that after a natural disaster such as a tornado 
or hurricane, phones will most likely be inaccessible 
due to scarce signals. 

So how would people access the money to purchase 
the supplies like gas, food and water needed to recu-
perate from the disaster.

Ayami Ratnayke debates that it should because she 
believes it would be easier to have all your money in 
one place rather than going “from bank to bank to 
wallet”. 

 Charli Jurvic seconds her opinion saying that we 
need to “keep up with the rest of the world.” She also 
states that cash will become less and less useful as the 
internet is taking over with online banking and virtual 
currency transactions. 

She explains that “cash should not be completely 
erased completely” but should be considered as a 
much more convenient money source.

Charli Jurvic stands her ground as she debates her opinion.Charlee Shon stands firm in opposition to Charli’s opinion.

PHOTOS BY VICTORIA MANZATO

By Victoria Manzato, Staff Intern
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Kids have 
ball in 
gym
By Luis Jimenez and J. T. Leahy, Staff Interns

COACH JUDD MANEEHA L. DANNIEL GUARNIERI

Coach Judd said Gym was only 
for elementary campers this year. 

His goal was to mix up the activi-
ties so that campers have an exten-
sive variety of activities to choose 
from such as volleyball, soccer, 
dodgeball, team juggling and other 
team sports. 

“Activities are supposed to be a 
good physical workout but also be 
team oriented and work out their 
brain,” Judd said. 

Keeping it fun is his main goal.

Danniel Guarnieri is a counselor 
at the camp. He decided to be a 
counselor this year because he 
likes helping kids learn. He likes 
counseling because he’s able to 
interact and help the kids with 
activities and things they don’t 
understand.

Maneeha’s favorite activity is 
archery. Something she likes about 
Gym is that it teaches her how to 
work together and how to perfect 
her and her team’s mistakes.

PHOTOS BY LUIS JIMENEZ
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Students Emma Relyea and Isabella Medeiros actively discussing what candy brands to connect 
and build.  This project turned out to be really popular amongst the campers.

PHOTO BY ETHAN DEL CAMPO

Rising sixth grader Brady Porter quietly concentrates on coding in class. 
He coded an arrow to move across the screen.               

Kids conquer 
code creatively
By Alanna Richardson, Staff 
Intern 

Coders like seventh 
grader Jacqueline String-
ham adore Code.org, 
computer language and 
especially JavaScript. 

“I want to learn to fix 
and hack computers,” 
Stringham said. 

The rush of being 
able to create just about 

anything and knowing 
that you have the skills 
that are needed to suc-
ceed in modern times 
are just two things that 
Stringham enjoyed about 
coding at gifted camp.

Young coders found 
themselves loving Mr. 
Manchester’s class where 
they could express them-
selves in their own ways.

Students wrap minds around DNA 
By Ethan Del Campo, Staff Intern

Students walked into Coach 
Frey’s DNA/Genetics class 0n 
Tuesday, July 17, not knowing 
what to expect and when they 
entered the classroom, something 
just wasn’t normal.

All different sorts of candy were 
scattered across the front desk, not 
to be eaten by the teacher, but to 
be eaten by students after learning 
how DNA is organized.

“This class is my favorite class,” 
incoming seventh grader Julyana 
De Marco said. “I love this assign-
ment.” 

The students built DNA using 
Twizzlers, gummy bears, Sour 
Patch Kids, and other delicious 
candy brands with toothpicks to 
connect everything together.

“My mom wanted me to do this 
class, and I think that was a great 
decision she made,” incoming 
seventh grader Lily Johnston said. 
“We’re learning in a fun way.’’ 

In addition to the candy DNA, 

students studied Punnett squares, 
which are squares that determine 
the possible outcomes of organ-
isms based on dominant & reces-
sive traits inherited by their father 
and mother.

“I picked this class because I 
thought it would be cool, but these 
assignments are really cool,” in-
coming seventh grader Shea Zecca 
said.

PHOTO BY ETHAN DEL CAMPO
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Victoria Manzato writes her draft for her news article in Journalism class. This is the first year the 
class was offered at gifted camp.

PHOTO BY AVIENNE ADELINE

Journalists report for duty

Maren Weinstein
Chess

Siena Zimmerman
Sci-viz

Luccas Perez & Coby Barbarosh
Culinary Arts

Kaylee Salazar & Sofia Franklin
Theater

Rowan Rathbun &  
Madisyn Moore 
Video Production

Samantha Bernstein &  
Laura Gonzalez

Chinese
Matilda Carr-Betts &  

Sarah Nyenetz
Robotics

Amariel Nelson &  
Catherine Pang 

World Wars 
Cassandra Jordan

Young Adult Literature
Isabella Mederios &  

Cameron Sokolowsky
Art & Music 

Jayne Vargas &  
Victoria Manzato 

Creative Writing & Debate
Huiling Zhang 

History & Sports Liturature
Ali Natt, Kaity Bernstein  

& Mia Gold 
Logic Puzzles & Statistics

Charli Jurvic & Grace Swanepoel
Marine Biology & STEM 

Sophia DeMirza 
Engineering

Sudan Eubanks 
Physics 

JT Leahy & Luis Jimenez
Gym 

Ethan Del Campo &  
Alanna Richardson 

Coding & DNA 
Avienne Adeline & Kyra  

Barbarosh
Journalism

Isabella Strachan & Andrea  
Elorriaga 

Back 
Jessica Buchanan

Editor-in-Chief
Kylie Severine

Counselor
Andrew Shipe

Advisor

By Avienne Adeline and Kyra Barbarosh, 
Staff Interns

Journalism is a new course 
offered at gifted camp this year 
where students are learning how to 
write, take pictures like a journalist 
and put together a newspaper.

Journalism is taught by Dr. 
Shipe, the English and journalism 
teacher at Pompano Beach High 
School. He believes that studying 
journalism has increased SAT 
scores in past years, according to 
research; so having kids put to-
gether a newspaper would be help-
ful in this year’s Gifted Camp. 

“For some people journalism is 
a bad word,” Dr. Shipe said. He 
believes that journalism is relevant 
and always will be. 

In groups of two, campers are 
responsible for covering a class 
which includes interviewing and 
taking photos. Each week the 
students learn about the ways of 
a journalist and fathom what it’s 

like to gather information to create a 
bigger story. 

Victoria Manzato, an eighth grader 
at Walter C. Young Middle School, 
loves to write and has been writing 
short stories for school for two years. 

Since her first writing project in 
school, she has loved writing short 
stories and wants to “further expand 
that into interviewing and photo-
graphing.”

Counselor Jessica Buchanan was 
introduced to journalism as an alter-
native elective. Four years later, she 
is in 12th grade and has been elected 
editor-in-chief for Pompano Beach 
High’s newspaper.

“I am a very independent worker,” 
Buchanan said. However, she indicat-
ed that being part of the high school 
newspaper will teach someone how to 
work in a group for the future. 

“Turn on a TV, find a magazine, 
find a newspaper, that’s journalism,” 
Dr. Shipe said. 
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“The camp helps the school 
because it promotes it, and 
it’s like giving community 
service to the city of Pompano, 
and community 
service is always 
good.” — Hudson 
Thomas, Pompano 
Beach High School 
principal

“Mr. Holley says 
really funny jokes, 
and in his room 
you can make 
different 3D 
sculptures.” —  
Ander Elorriaga

“At this camp 
you can learn 
new things that 
you won’t be 
able to learn in 
school!”  
—  
Madison
Guldi

Kids from

92
different schools

participated in this 
year’s camp.

‘‘It is fun being a culinary counselor 
because you get to teach kids new 
skills every day.” — Emma Durdus

125 campers came to the first camp in 2013

360 campers came to camp this year

Billy 
Strachan, 

Gifted 
Camp 

director

PAGE BY ISABELLA STRACHAN AND ANDREA ELORRIAGA


