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By Madison Van Dreason, Erin Carrie, Lee Silva-Walker, Sara Emerson, Staff Interns

Worries are low and expectations high as drama class continuously prepares for upcoming plays on 
Dec. 7 in the auditorium.  

“I feel that our cast is very prepared. We’ve been practicing since almost the beginning of the school 
year,” sophomore Camille Stanbury said.

The cast has been preparing for months to perform two plays. One play involves people messing up 
their college interviews, while the other focuses on a boy with autism. The college play has more of a 
humorous and playful feel.

“I am hoping that people can get a good laugh from the play and have funny story to tell their 
friends,” sophomore Jessica Romer said. This play jokes around about a serious topic that inevitably 
pertains to most high school students.

On the other hand, the second play has a deeper and more meaningful theme. It will provide the audi-
ence with a different perspective on autism. 

“I want people to understand how actual people with autism act and what goes on in their heads,” 
sophomore Gabriella Ribeiro said. This play will provide insight into the thoughts of an autistic boy. 

The drama class has dedicated most class periods and some Fridays to rehearse for the play. Actors 
have practiced independently and as a cast. 

“I usually get a friend to help me to memorize my lines, and I keep reading the scenes over and over,” 
Romer said.

In addition to rehearsing their lines, the pupils in drama class have been preparing their props for the 
show. 

“Props are tools actors use to explain dialogue in a scene,” drama teacher Mr. Henderson said.
However, actors are not the only ones that have been preparing for the upcoming plays. The tech crew 

provides significant behind-the-scenes assistance that is necessary for the production of the show. 
“My job is to find music, create cue sheets, and put the music altogether,” senior Cassidy Schneider 

said.
Acting in front of a large crowd of people can seem nerve-wracking, but preparing the sounds and 

lights can also provoke much stress.
“You never know how long or short a song has to be because you never know what might happen on 

stage,” Schneider said. Everyone must always be ready to expect the unexpected. 
The drama class will continue to work hard to prepare for the two performances. Practice makes per-

fect, and the plays are striving for perfection.
“There is always room for improvement, but I know we are prepared,” Romer said.
As the performance day gets closer, the drama class continues to prepare for these plays and future 

ones, as well.
“We have overcome mistakes to move forward,” Mr. Henderson said.

Lights, camera, action! 
Drama students 
prepare for upcoming plays

What they said  
(left to right)

• Camille Stanbury, sophomore: “I learned 
social skills and public speaking skills 
from Mr. Henderson’s theatre class.”

• Robert Gamez, sophomore: “The fact that 
I can go and express different personali-
ties is what I love about performing.”

• Cassidy Schneider, senior: “I don’t like 
acting. I’m good with technology, and 
I’m good at being in charge, so I prefer 
technology over acting.”

• Denzel Tennant, junior: “I chose this class 
because I wanted to be an actor as a child 
and I haven’t done anything to pursue 
my dream.”

• Kylie Severine, sophomore: “Costume is 
based on a character’s personality and 
comes down to what they are trying to 
portray,.”

Senior Daniel Llorens and Catherine Hollows 
prepare for “The Other Room,” which depidepicts 
the life of a boy with autism.

Senior Najah Shaffiers, junior Amorie Barton, sophomore Gabriella Ribeiro and junior 
Nickolas Kewla reherse for upcoming Winter Showcase.

Seniors Cassidy Scheider and Hannah 
Gulics test the sound board for upcoming 
plays.

Sophomore Gwendolyn Benice runs a 
light check and practices cues for the 
two plays.

Senior Najah Shaffiers, 
junior Amorie Barton, 
sophomore  Gabriella 
Ribeiro and junior 
Nickolas Kewla block 
their lines in class.

Senior 
Najah 
Shaffers 
practices 

her 
lines.
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